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Our dear classmate Roxanna Tate died on January 18 in Iowa, following a 
fall on her way to the Villisca Advent Christian Church. Roxanna was born 

in Villisca to Rev. Joe Tom, AC ’42, and Velma Bowden Tate, AC ’42. 
Roxanna graduated with a degree in Social Science and Bible and Religion and 

was active in choir, Keir Kardia, theater, and the Student Ministerial Association. 
She began her career in banking in Massachusetts and continued in Florida 
where she met and married Frederick Sieber. Following her divorce, she returned 
to live in Villisca with her son. Roxanna enjoyed needlework, and she started her 
own counted cross-stitch company. Over the years, Roxanna assisted others in 
establishing their own businesses, worked as a reporter for the Villisca Review, 
and most recently the Villisca Economic Developer Initiative.

Roxanna is survived by her son Frederic D. Sieber, her older sister, Margaret 
“Peggy” Paxton, AC ’65 and her younger brother, Rev. Barry Joe Tate, AC ’70. 

Remembering Roxanna Tate

The purpose of the Class of 1967 newsletter is to maintain and expand the spirit of camaraderie  
and friendship that spans more than 50 years. 

We continue to make progress with our objective to present the University with a gift for our 50th 
Reunion. As of February 15, we are 60% towards our fundraising goal of $50,000.

Homecoming 2015, October 2–4, will offer memorable events throughout 
the weekend. The dedication of the Welcome Center is scheduled for 

Saturday morning, and in the afternoon an exhibit of works by Aurora-born 
artist Wendell Minor will be on display. Saturday evening’s Arts & Ideas 
event features an insightful lecture by historian and Pulitzer-Prize winning 
author David McCullough. Sunday’s events include the Alumni Service of 
Remembrance and a Hymn Sing directed by Rosemary Humbles, ’66. 

During the next eight months, we’ll provide updates and registration 
information. Plan to join classmates and fellow alumni for what will 
undoubtedly be another terrific weekend. 

Homecoming 2015 on the Horizon!

Historians credit the ancient Greeks 
with the first development of 

labyrinths. Often such structures were 
intended to symbolize the journey of 
the hero or were built as complicated 
forms of entrapment that only the 
truly noble might navigate. And 
indeed, some of this pagan thinking is 
still evident in contemporary film and 
games of various kinds.

In the Middle Ages, the church 
appropriated the symbolism of the 
labyrinth to invoke the Christian 
pilgrimage from sin to redemption. 
Unlike those of an earlier time that 
often featured multiple routes to the 
center, those showcased in Gothic 
cathedrals provided only one path 
for the pilgrim intent upon achieving 

salvation. They were, in this sense, a 
forerunner of John Bunyan’s famous 
allegory, “The Pilgrim’s Progress.”

The labyrinth planned for the lawn 
of the Wackerlin Center for Faith 
and Action at Aurora University will 
remind new generations of students 
of the importance of “discovering 
what matters” and building their lives 
accordingly. Nearby benches will 
offer opportunities for reflection and 
contemplation for the 21st century 
students who seek to follow the 
footsteps of those who came before.

And this is our purpose for seeking 
the dollars necessary to create a 
labyrinth today.

Aurora College students often came 
to the campus through hometown 

church experiences. Some learned of 
the college through a pastor or older 
sibling or perhaps as a result of a visit 
by the choir or a faculty member. 
Today students travel many different 
roads en route to Aurora University. 
Yet once on campus, their purposes 
are remarkably similar to those of 
their predecessors. I am not surprised 
that our students first suggested the 
idea of a labyrinth for the campus.

Here they embark upon an incredible 
adventure—a journey that carries them 
across lifetimes to a place of eternal 
meaning, to oneness with God.

 
—President Rebecca Sherrick

The Labyrinth Project: A Presidential Perspective

Homecoming Hotel Accommodations 
Hampton Inn  |  2423 Bushwood Dr.  |  Aurora, IL 60506
 » Special Homecoming Rate of $109+ tax per night
 » Mention Aurora University Homecoming Weekend to secure this special rate
 » 630-907-2600Welcome Center interior

Below: Plaque for display at the labyrinth

Where you are, I have been...Where I am, you will be.
Given by members of the class of 1967 in honor of the 50th anniversary of their graduation
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Do you recognize these Aurora 
classmates? Several are members of 
the class of 1967. The first member of 
our class to name all 7 people in this 
photograph will receive an Aurora 
College sweatshirt. Reunion Committee 
members are not eligible. Email your 
response to alumni@aurora.edu

Please send one of us an update 
so we can continue to share class 

news in future issues of our newsletter. 
How are you spending your winter? 
What travel plans do you have for 
the year? Are you going to retire in 
2015? Did you, or will you, welcome a 
new grandchild this year? Send us an 
update for the next newsletter. Photos 
are appreciated too. 

Aurora University Choir Tour
Members of the Aurora University Chorale and Chamber Choir will be touring 
the last weekend in February and into the first week of March. The tour will 
include public concerts and performances at local high schools. Dr. Lisa 
Fredenburgh, Associate Professor of Music, Program Chair, and Director of 
Choral Activities, will conduct the choir, with Ms. Eunbae Lee, on piano.

Performances open to the public include:

Classmate Gale Travis Bay will host a get-together for classmates and alumni living or visiting in the New England area. 
The gathering will be held on September 11-13 and will be a time of renewing friendships and enjoying the local beauty 
and history of the Newport, Rhode Island area.

Classmates Dave Stone and Ron Nickerson are planning a get-together for Chicago area members of the Class of 1967. 
Exact details will be provided later this spring.

Dowling Park Alumni Luncheon with President Sherrick
The annual Dowling Park Alumni Luncheon in Florida will be held Friday, 
March 6 with President Sherrick. The lunch is hosted by the Office of Alumni 
Relations. For more information, contact Dawn Lipscomb at 800-377-2782 
or at lipscomb@aurora.edu. 

Audrey Axmaker Howe  
bbmaudie@yahoo.com  
503-266-2186

     
Gale Travis Bay 

galeb33@gmail.com 
401-423-3789

Mary Nell Doty Benson 
mnbenson@sbcglobal.net 
832-577-1273

Helen Bourtzos Bergman 
HBB54@yahoo.com  
630-892-4546

Janet Schwarzhans Erford 
jerford@mns.com 
206-824-2550

John Fenlason 
johnandjodyfen@comcast.net 
425-226-5589

Ruth Hunt Mendius 
rmendius@yahoo.com 
630-321-1048

David Stone 
dks1114@comcast.net 
630-907-2075

Ron Nickerson 
ronnickerson@mchsi.com  
630-466-9846

Bill Ward 
bnmward@att.net 
425-822-7604 

Mark Your Calendars!

Share Your News50th Reunion Committee

Friday, February 27
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church
7:00 p.m. 
Rock Island, Illinois 

Saturday, February 28
First United Presbyterian Church
3:00 p.m. 
Clinton, Iowa

Sunday, March 1
Figge Museum of Art
12:30 p.m. 
Davenport, Iowa

Advent Christian Church of Prophetstown
6:00 p.m.
Prophetstown, Illinois

Save the Date—Our 50th Reunion 

HOMECOMING
October 13–15, 2017


