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Dave Johnson and his wife, Kathy, 
have resided in Arizona for more 

than 40 years. He serves as President and 
CEO of North American Equine Services, 
which specializes in equine litigation 
consulting, related activities, and horse 

appraisals for the legal and insurance 
communities doing so throughout North 
America. They have three grandchildren.

Dave remembers influential faculty 
members Kenneth Mull (one of the 
7:30 a.m. class time classes he never 
cut); Roger Parolini, whom he describes 
as an absolutely super musician and 
choir director; and the best psychology 
professor ever, Joe Dunham. And like so 
many classmates, Dave also remembers 
Dr. Crimi who spent much time with him.

 Classmates may remember Dave as 
the editor of the Borealis and chairman 
of the publications committee. He was 
as active as could be, despite juggling at 
least two, but often, three jobs.

In thinking about the Class of 2015, 
Dave recalls what Dr. Crimi told him upon 
graduation: to make sure grades held up 
but learn to meet and understand people. 
As Dave writes: “Especially in the times of 
Facebook and Twitter, we must learn and 
understand people because every single 
person you meet will have some sort of 
influence on your life.”

Dave conducts numerous clinics 
throughout the U.S. and Europe. He 
has been a guest lecturer at clinics and 
universities, and also served as Deputy 
Sheriff for Maricopa County for 13 years. 
He holds a pilot’s license for single-
engine planes. 

On May 3, more than 700 students will receive their undergraduate degrees from Aurora University, becoming the newest 
members of the alumni family. As we recall how we felt some 48 years ago when we graduated (on a warm June day), 

two classmates shared their memories about Aurora.
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The purpose of the Class of 1967 newsletter is to maintain and expand the spirit of camaraderie
and friendship that spans more than 50 years.

Update: We continue to make progress with our goal of presenting Aurora University with a gift in
honor of our 50th reunion in 2017. As of April 30, we are 62% towards our fundraising goal of $50,000. 

We invite and appreciate your participation.

T his spring, after the snow melted 
and the trees began to bud, our 

committee invited students the 
opportunity to offer their perspectives 

on the benefits of having a labyrinth 
on campus. Below is an excerpt from 
Mary Fran Gualandri ’16, a social work 
major from Ottawa, Illinois.

Throughout the college experience, 
students go through many transitions. 
Uncertainty constantly taunts them, 
and that can lead to feelings of stress 
and anxiety. Some transitions, including 
exploring one’s faith, decreases stress, 
anxiety and uncertainty. 

Having a place on campus to go 
where students can think and reflect 
on life would be extremely beneficial, 
allowing everyone to let go of some of 
the worries that college life brings. A 
quiet space on campus, one that lends 
itself to reflection and prayer, will be 

a beautiful addition, especially since 
many of the places around campus 
designated for quiet often turn into 
social gathering spots, leaving no 
room for those who need some quiet 
in their life. There is a need for a place 
that promotes time for quiet reflection 
and prayer.

The labyrinth would be a beneficial, 
wonderful gift from alumni because 
it would provide current and future 
students a most beautiful place on 
campus to take a step back from the 
craziness that is college and embrace 
the spirituality inside themselves and 
the beauty of God that surrounds us. 

The Labyrinth Project: A Student Perspective

Below: Plaque for display at the labyrinth

Where you are, I have been...Where I am, you will be.
Given by members of the class of 1967 in honor of the 50th anniversary of their graduation

Dave Johnson

Classmate Herb Potter shared personal reflections along with a contribution for the labyrinth. In his note, he 
recalled fond memories of Moses Crouse. “He was my theology professor, counselor and friend all those years. He 
also officiated at my second wedding in 1968. It was Moses Crouse who inspired me to attend Aurora and become a 
member of the class of 1967. He was a preacher at the Riverview Advent Christian Church (Jacksonville, Florida) in 
the summer of 1962. I was moved to accept his call.” 
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Please send a committe member 
an update so we can continue to 

share class news in future issues of our 
newsletter. How are you spending your 
winter? What travel plans do you have 
for the year? Are you going to retire in 
2015? Did you, or will you, welcome a 
new grandchild this year? Send us an 
update for the next newsletter. Photos 
are appreciated too. 

Classmates living in the greater Chicago/northern Illinois area will have 
the opportunity to get together for a casual dinner, hosted by classmates 

Dave Stone and Ron Nickerson. The dinner will be held at the home of Ron 
and Margaret Nickerson in Sugar Grove on Saturday, September 19. Dave will 
prepare his specialty, smoked pulled pork. Specific details will be provided 
later this summer. 
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Mark Your Calendar!

Share Your News

50th Reunion Committee

Save the Date—Our 50th Reunion 

H O M E C O M I N G
October 13–15, 2017

Our class gift to Aurora 
College in 1967 was a 

series of benches on the south 
side of Eckhart Hall...the 
benches remain, though the 
plaque was recently replaced. 
Now, for the fiftieth anniversary 
of  our graduation, our class  
gift is the labyrinth. We hope 
you will be part of this gift to 
today’s students. Homecoming 2015, October 2–4, will offer memorable events throughout 

the weekend. The dedication of the Welcome Center is scheduled for 
Saturday morning, and in the afternoon an exhibit of works by Aurora-born 
artist Wendell Minor will be on display. Saturday evening’s Arts & Ideas 
event features an insightful lecture by historian and Pulitzer-Prize winning 
author David McCullough. Sunday’s events include the Alumni Service of 
Remembrance and a Hymn Sing directed by Rosemary Humbles, ’66. 

Over the next several months, we’ll provide updates and registration 
information. Plan to join classmates and fellow alumni for what will 
undoubtedly be another terrific weekend. 

Homecoming 2015 on the Horizon!

Homecoming Hotel Accommodations 
Hampton Inn  |  2423 Bushwood Dr.  |  Aurora, IL 60506
 » Special Homecoming Rate of $109+ tax per night
 » Mention Aurora University Homecoming Weekend to secure this special rate
 » 630-907-2600


