
A Natural Location
During Homecoming, we walked to the Wackerlin 

Center for Faith and Action at the southeast corner of 
Southlawn and Prairie, to see the future location of the 
labyrinth. Locating the labyrinth on the south lawn of the 
center, under a canopy of mature trees, provides a natural 
setting for relaxation and rest. Just south of the former 
site of the Quonset huts, the Wacklerin Center provides 
a quieter campus space for students to reflect and to get 
involved in community service programs. 

The Design Team
One of the most respected designers and creators of 

labyrinths in the country is located in Yorkville, Illinois, 
Labyrinths in Stone. Owned by Marty and Debi Kerneen, 
the firm was founded in 1987 and has designed and 
installed a labyrinth in 24 states, including at Holzer 
Cancer Center in Ohio, the Santa Fe International Folk 
Art Museum, Valparaiso University, the University of 
Texas Medical Center in Galveston, Audubon Park in New 
Orleans, Washington and Lee University in Virginia, and 
at numerous churches. 

Recognized both nationally and internationally for their 
artistry and workmanship, 
Labyrinths in Stone has 
received numerous awards 
for its work. One of Marty 
and Debi’s daughters, Chloe, 
graduated from Aurora 
University in 2014, so Marty 
and Debi are very familiar 
with AU today.

The illustrations  to the left 
show the placement of the 
labyrinth at the Wacklerin 
Center. The simple design 
will be enhanced by plantings 
and benches and the natural 
beauty of the lawn.
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The beginning of November marks one of the busiest times of year — planning menus, gathering with family and 
friends, opportunities for reflection, and time for sharing one’s resources with others.

Our goal with this newsletter is to update you on our 50th reunion class gift and our effort to reach our goal of raising 
$50,000 to create a campus labyrinth. The more comments we hear from AU students and staff, the more we realize 
how important it is for students to have a place of calm and reflection on campus. We ask you to join us by supporting 
this project with a gift or pledge before the end of the year. 

Taking Time This Season

The purpose of the Class of 1967 newsletter is to maintain and expand the spirit of camaraderie  
and friendship that spans more than 50 years.

In the past couple of years we have learned a great deal about the pressure and stress today’s students face as they 
juggle finances, work more than one job, complete assignments for classes and address family and societal pressures. 
Perhaps you have read recent articles about the increased level of anxiety faced by today’s college students, which is 
reaching epidemic levels. Having a place on campus to simply be, to relax and enjoy silence is sorely needed.

Not only does walking a labyrinth have religous significance, but it is known for lowering blood pressure, reducing 
anxiety and helping insomnia. We were not surprised to learn that places as varied as Marianjoy Rehabilitation Center 
in Wheaton, Illiniois, the Urbana Park District and Holzer Cancer Center in Ohio now offer a labyrinth. Because its 
appeal is universal, a labyrinth embraces people from diverse backgrounds and all walks of life, whether they are 
students, teachers, caregivers or community members. 

Why a Labyrinth 



So far, 28 classmates have contributed more than $30,000 towards the project. Our goal is to raise $50,000 before 
construction begins in 2016. 

As you consider your year-end philanthropy, we hope you will include making a gift or pledge to this project. You 
can make a one-time gift or a pledge that can be paid through December 31, 2017. 

You may want to consider making your contribution using highly-appreciated securities (and avoid the capital 
gains tax) or, if Congress extends the Pension Protection Act into this year, using a portion of your required 
minimum distribution from an IRA. University staff is monitoring this legislation and can provide a current update 
to you.
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50th Reunion Committee

Supporting the Project  

Save the date for our 50th reunion and a walk  
around the labyrinth!

October 13-15, 2017

We invite you to join with other classmates in supporting our class gift. Please take a moment to reflect on your 
time at Aurora College and how your life has been shaped by the experience. Think about the peace you find taking a 
walk in a beautiful location, the calm that comes upon you in the outdoors, and the positive ways you have addressed 
anxiety and worry. 

An Invitation


