
CLASS OF 1968 50TH REUNION GIFT

Throughout its History, Aurora 
University Has Been Blessed…

…with special gifts from alumni classes in honor of 
their 50th reunions. Today, several plaques around 
campus recognize benches, trees and classrooms 
made possible through such gifts. 

Several years ago, alumni from the Classes of 
1957, 1958 and 1959 each contributed significantly 
to the custom-built organ that now graces Crimi 
Auditorium. Most recently, members of the Class of 
1965 raised funds to name the living room in the Hill 
Welcome Center, and the Class of 1967 raised funds 
for the installation of a campus labyrinth that is 
located at the Wackerlin Center for Faith and Action.

As we think about our upcoming landmark 
anniversary, we — members of the 50th reunion 
committee — have begun discussing what our 
class gift might be. During the past 12 months, 

we discussed campus priorities and projects and 
our desire to provide a class gift from which every 
student might benefit.

One project captured our imagination: providing 
support for the construction of a new Student 
Success Center, which will integrate academic 
support and career development functions under 
one roof.

The purpose of this newsletter is to share in 
greater detail plans for the Student Success Center 
and to invite your participation through an outright 
gift or a pledge to be paid during the next 15 months.

We also want you to mark the dates for our 50th 
reunion on your calendar, October 5-7, 2018, so you 
can plan now to be in Aurora to mark the occasion. 



Center for Student Success

Today’s students arrive on campus with a wide range of 
personal and professional goals. Some have already chosen 

their fields of study. Others have yet to decide. Many will change 
their minds. Aurora University remains committed to helping 
each student achieve his or her full potential.

Aurora University’s student success initiative calls for 
integrating academic support and career development functions 
under one roof. The purpose is to provide students with the 
programs and services necessary to transition successfully 
into the work place or graduate/professional school after 
commencement. The 6,000-square-foot new Student Success 
Center will be located just south of Stephens Hall.

Inside the Student Success Center students will find the 
Crouse Center for Academic Advising, named for Aurora 
College’s beloved Moses and Dorothy Crouse. The Crouse 
Center is staffed by professionals who help students select the 
right mix of courses to fulfill their academic goals. An expanded 
Career Center will be headquartered in the facility as will the 
university’s student employment office. A new Internship 
Center will join the other services. Professionals will work 
in close alliance with faculty and administrators engaged in 
the institution’s vocation initiative. Everyone together will 
encourage students to “discover what matters” and shape their 
lives accordingly. 

Increasingly, career growth  
is viewed as an ongoing 
process, not something 
that occurs once or twice
in a lifetime. 

Sources: CNN Money, LinkedIn Economic Growth Survey,  
CNBC, and the Bureau of Labor Statistics

Approximately 85% of  
workers have an average  
length of employment  
of  fewer than five years. 

Today, the average person changes jobs 
12 times in his or her career.

Theologian Frederick Buechner once described vocation as 
the intersection between the individual’s ‘great gladness’ and 
the ‘world’s deep hunger.’
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Contributing to the Project

As members of the reunion committee, we 
believe that every student will benefit from 

the Student Success Center, regardless of his 
or her academic major, athletic involvement or 
extracurricular programs.

Our goal is to raise $25,000 in support of this 
initiative and thus name a space in the building for 
our class. Doing so will service several purposes: 
thank the university for the role it played in shaping 
each of our lives; support today’s students and their 
Aurora experience; and demonstrate the importance 
of paying it forward for future students.

To achieve our goal, we are asking you and 
every classmate, to support the project at a level 
commensurate with your ability. The success of 
previous 50th reunion class gifts was a combination 
of both generosity and participation — so if we each 
make a contribution, we are confident that we will 
reach our goal.

Our fundraising period begins September 1, 2017, 
and concludes December 31, 2018 — a period of 
15 months. This period will allow you to make 
monthly, quarterly or annual payments, if you so 
choose. Gifts at every level are needed, so we hope 
you will seriously consider making a larger than 
normal commitment to this project.

We invite you to join us as we open new doors for 
Aurora University students. Please use the enclosed 
reply form. 

To assist you in thinking about your gift, we offer the following gift table and 
payment illustrations.

Examples of pledge payment schedules between September 1, 2017, and December 31, 2018:

» $5,000 gift    paid in 10 monthly installments of $500 each 

» $3,000 gift    paid in 15 monthly installments of $200 each

» $2,500 gift    paid in 5 installments of $500 once every 3 months

» $1,500 gift    paid in 15 installments of $100 every month

» $1,000 gift    paid in 10 installments of $100 each

Please note: At age 70 1/2, individuals may contribute up to $100,000 directly from one’s 
IRA required minimum distribution (RMD) to charitable organizations, thereby excluding 
the amount as table income. This law has no expiration date. 
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Bonnie Tull Carey
  bonnielcarey@yahoo.com
  630-896-2795

Chris Rybaruk Chawgo
  chrischaw@aol.com
  630-844-9612

Don Churchill
  donachurchill@yahoo.com
  630-801-9893

Jody Lobb Fenlason
  johnandjodyfen@comcast.net
  425-894-1282

Caddy Jackson
  revcaddy@gmail.com
  760-920-3485

Gil High
  Gil.high@icloud.com
  703-339-0565

Bill Norwood
  williamnorwood@sbcglobal.net  
  708-449-2049

Elaine Rice Taggart
  1croak@bluefrog.com
  315-730-2811

Glenda Thomas O’Coin
  gtocoin@gmail.com
  321-254-1687

Ron Thomas
  Ronthomas1946@gmail.com
  704-301-7617

Our 50th Reunion

HOMECOMING 2018
October 12–14


