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Classmates Ruth Hunt Mendius and Lindy 
Swain visited the Aurora campus at the 
end of June. After touring campus and 
stopping at the bookstore, they posed at 
the Spartan Statue that graces Bedrosian 
Plaza in front of Alumni Hall.

Plan to attend our 50th Reunion October 13–15, 2017! 



Class of 1967 Newsletter

As we continue to share news from campus, this issue features updates from class members who were recognized during  
our senior year for their accomplishments. We encourage you to send in your update for a future newsletter issue.

In 2014, we (my husband and I) moved from 
Kingwood, Texas, the northern-most suburb 

still a part of Houston, to a free-standing three-
story town home in the Museum District near 
downtown Houston. We have remodeled the 
house to our taste and enjoy our daily walks to 
Hermann Park and museums of our choice!  
It’s a wonderful area; our house has no yard, 
so it’s carefree when we leave each summer for 
our Portland, Maine, home. There we garden 
to our heart’s content, and each year add more 
plants to our beds.

We’ve become avid cruisers, doing two or 
three cruises a year. This year, a seven-week 
odyssey took us from Los Angeles to Australia 
and New Zealand with various South Pacific 
islands to explore in both directions. There’s 
still a lot of world out there to see, so we find 

ourselves always thinking about the next  
trip. This fall, we’re sailing from Boston to 
several Caribbean islands and back to Texas  
via New Orleans.

Between new places to visit and books to 
read, to say nothing of the four grandkids 
and our daughters (in Texas and Vermont), 
there’s always something to occupy the Degns. 
Retirement is fantastic! 

Gloria Baumann Degn, Gold Ivy Leaf recipient

I        continue to enjoy my retirement years! Most 
days I stay very busy, but at a more relaxed 

pace. I have found that if I am willing, God is 

able to provide many relationships, ministry 
outreaches and spiritual growth opportunities. 
Being open and willing to recognize those 
possibilities is a process that I believe I began 
to develop in my college days at Aurora.  

Currently, most of my volunteer work is 
through my membership at Cypress Trails 
United Methodist Church in Spring, Texas. I 
recently accepted the position of Lay Leader for 
my church. I am happy to serve in that position 
as well as with our prayer ministry, adult Bible 
study and Celebration Women’s Ministry. 
I still work two mornings a week at Curves 
for Women as a Curves Complete Coach and 
circuit coach. I also enjoy having my exercise 
workouts there as well. It’s a fun way to keep 
this old body moving!

We are able to share in the lives of our 
children and grandchildren since they live 
in the Houston area also. However, my 
granddaughter McKenna just finished her first 
year of college at North Texas University in 
Denton. Her brother Beau will be a high school 
senior next year. So we don’t see them as much 
as we would like.

Dave and I have been able to enjoy more 
frequent trips to our beach house this year.  
We are finally putting more finishing touches 
on the family “retreat house” he built over 
several years. 

Mary Nell Doty Benson, Spartan Award recipient

Lydia remains involved with the American 
Chemical Society and was recently co-

chair of the ACS regional event in Michigan, 
attended by 700 members. She still teaches 
part time at Western Michigan University 
(Freshman Chemistry), where she includes the 
words, “Grades are earned, not given” on her 
syllabus! Lydia remains active in her church. 

Lydia Moissides Hines, Gold Ivy Leaf recipient

Having married at the end of high school, I 
worked full-time during my years at AU. 

This had the advantage of having my wife, 
Linda, there to help me with school work. I 
started my professional career my last two years 
while still at AU. Upon graduation, I was offered 
to earn my MBA in night school at Loyola in 
Chicago (paid for by my employer). AU had 
prepared me well, as I achieved a magna  

 

cum laude grade point average for my MBA.
My professional career was a decade in steel 

office furniture and then nearly 30 years in high 
tech industries. I was in telecommunications 
networks, video conferencing and broadband. 
One-third of my career was in financial 
controllership; two-thirds, in general 
management. As general manager, I (and the 
management team) saw a business grow from 
$100 million annual sales to $1.5 billion sales in 
six years when the telephone companies said “no 
to analog,” and “yes to digital.” I flew four million 
miles to visit customers during my entire career.

My career caused 18 moves for my family 
throughout the U.S. and Canada, resulting 
in our three children being spread out 
geographically. Our oldest son is an IT 
professional in the engineering college at North 
Carolina State University (his alma mater). 
Our daughter is a medical practitioner with 
an IT medical master’s working at Vanderbilt 
Children’s Hospital. Our youngest son works in  
 
 
 
 
 

construction in western North Carolina. We 
have four grandchildren with the oldest just 
earning a master’s in IT and has started work  
at Google in Silicon Valley, California.

Retirement came early at age 57, ending up 
nearly back home in Lake Forest, Illinois. Linda 
and I have been married 52 years and by the 
end of 2015 will have traveled to 90 different 
countries since retirement as tourists. So  
travel has been a big part of my (our) lives.

When at home, my life is my health club, 
tennis, and a weak game of golf (which I took up 
at retirement). Each year over the past decade,  
I join my wife at her church to help sell 
Christmas trees to finance mission work at 
different places in the world.

After marriage at a young age, AU became  
the launch pad to my life’s path as outlined 
above. I look forward to our 50th reunion in 
2017. This will be a chance for my wife and 
me to visit the campus where we lived in the 
married housing barracks. 

Wayne Lasson, Gold Ivy Leaf recipient

In communication with our 
Senior Class President, 
Phil Dewey, he sends 
greetings and best wishes 
to his former Class of  
1967 classmates. 


