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Greetings from your 50th reunion planning committee. As we prepare for our 50th reunion in 2017 
(October 13–15), we continue our effort to engage classmates and to renew and deepen friendships.  

We look forward to hearing from you.

RAY SPANGLER
During WWII Rosie rode to work on the only civilian transportation produced during the war, a motor kit that 

could be attached to a war worker’s bike. Out of a half a million maybe a thousand are left today. My friends and 
I are in a race to make parts and advise restorers before our antique knowledge and expertise are lost. We have 
been successful in placing one of my bikes and a copy 
of our records in the Smithsonian. We organize rides 
for newspaper articles and TV news programs. Because 
Cuba is opening up to American visitors, we plan to 
send t-shirts and historic material to their club. Our 
collections are available to auto and motorcycle clubs; 
they ride in parades and national shows such as “World 
of Wheels.” One of the bikes in our bedroom won first 
place. The rusty parts arrive in boxes and we send them 
off down our driveways in working condition. The 
pictured bike features a rubber band Gatling gun and 
a ball bearing “radial engine” spinning a propeller. We 
show off to each other by birthing “impossible” projects.  

I am part of a suburban group of  Whizzer riders, restorers and collectors who get together occasionally 
to ride. A Whizzer engine can get a bike moving up around 35 miles per hour. While I enjoy the restoration 
work, I find the greatest joy while riding the bikes. 
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CRAIG BAILEY 
I had a great undergraduate experience at Aurora College and graduated with a BA in psychology. I found 

my student experience enlightening and exciting. There are several professors and classes I will never forget, 
and I made some of the best friends anyone could ask for. I also participated in campus organizations that 
studied world events, and I tutored in public schools and grew into an adult with a committed religious faith. 
I was headed into a career in social work, but during my senior year, Dr. Moses Crouse nominated me for a 
Rockefeller Foundation trial year theological fellowship, which I was fortunate to receive (only 70 fellowships 
were awarded that year). 

The fellowship offered a paid year at any American theological seminary to students who weren’t headed for 
the ministry. After the first year, students could continue or move on, but at their own cost. I chose Bethany 
Theological Seminary, then in Lombard, Illinois, and graduated with an MDiv degree in 1971.

I entered the Church of the Brethren ministry and served a congregation in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, for 
two years. Early in that time I married a Chicago young lady, Carol Miller, a graduate of Manchester College in 
Indiana.  She and I have been happily married for 44 years, and we have two children, Susan, who is 38 and lives 
in Arlington, Virginia, and Jonathan, who is 31 and married, lives here in Springfield, Illinois.

After two years in the ministry, I decided that I had misinterpreted my call and belonged in social work. For 
the next 36 years I worked for the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services. The first five years 
were in Chicago as a caseworker and then resource developer. The next 31 were in the state central office in 
Springfield, consecutively as a contract reviewer and trainer, the agency’s lead rate setter for programs, the 
assistant statewide coordinator for family preservation services, and eventually in the central budget office, first 
as a budgeter and analyst and finally as assistant chief for the office. Along the way I took 20 graduate credit 
hours of public administration classes at the University of Illinois at Springfield. After retiring in 2008, I have 
been called back six times to work part time during the busiest times (since the state is nearly bankrupt and for 
the most part has been unable to hire new full-time people).

Carol has had several jobs since we married, but most notable at the Field Clinic in Chicago and then as  
a teacher’s aide in the Springfield public schools for 24 years until she retired in 2010.  She is now an  
expert quilter.

We have participated in church actively wherever we have lived through teaching, singing in the choir, serving 
on program and other committees, participating in ministerial relations committees and as serving as president 
of a congregation. We look forward to many more years of usefulness and involvement.
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Please send one of us an update 
so we can continue to share class 

news in future issues of our newsletter. 
How are you spending your winter? 
What travel plans do you have for 
the year? Are you going to retire in 
2015? Did you, or will you, welcome a 
new grandchild this year? Send us an 
update for the next newsletter. Photos 
are appreciated too. 

Audrey Axmaker Howe  
bbmaudie@yahoo.com  
503-266-2186

     
Gale Travis Bay 

galeb33@gmail.com 
401-423-3789

Mary Nell Doty Benson 
mnbenson@sbcglobal.net 
832-577-1273

Helen Bourtzos Bergman 
HBB54@yahoo.com  
630-892-4546

Janet Schwarzhans Erford 
jerford@mns.com 
206-824-2550

John Fenlason 
johnandjodyfen@comcast.net 
425-226-5589

Ruth Hunt Mendius 
rmendius@yahoo.com 
630-321-1048

David Stone 
dks1114@comcast.net 
630-907-2075

Ron Nickerson 
ronnickerson@mchsi.com  
630-466-9846

Bill Ward 
bnmward@att.net 
425-822-7604 

Share Your News

Save the Date—Our 50th Reunion 

HOMECOMING
October 13–15, 2017

Alumnus Gale (Travis) Bay and her husband, Gerry, sailed their 54-foot sailboat from Rhode 
Island  to Bermuda, and then to Grenada, visiting 29 Caribbean islands along the way. In her 
new book, she shares their adventures and introduces readers to a cast of fascinating Caribbean 
characters. Whether you’re an armchair sailor, a lover of adventure or contemplating sailing to 
an island yourself, you will enjoy many adventures, humorous incidents and descriptions of many 
beautiful islands. A multi-media version of the book is available with photos and video clips at 
iBooks store. Other versions are available through Amazon (Kindle or paperback.)

Sailing the Caribbean Islands,  
co-authored by Gale Travis Bay

Your 50th Reunion Committee

Friends from Class of 1967 stayed with Gale (Travis) and Gerry 
Bay at their home in Jamestown, Rhode Island. Classmates 
are Charlie Merritt (who came with his wife, Sandie, from 
Howell, New Jersey. They have two sons, one daughter and 
seven grandchildren.); Malda (Sedlins) Liventals (who came 
from Wilton, Connecticut, where she lives with her husband, 
Al. They have a son and daughter and two grandchildren.); 
Chris (Krueger) and Bob Bell (flew from San Diego to Chicago 
and then drove to Rhode Island with Bergmans. Chris and Bob 
have two daughters and three grandchildren. While they were 
in Illinois they had a great lunch with Jim Newbill’s widow, 
Lynn.); and Helen (Bourtzos) Bergman (who came from 
Aurora, Illinois, with her husband, Dave. They have three sons 
and seven grandchildren). Gale and her husband, Gerry, hosted 
the group. Gale has twin daughters and one son, one step-
daughter and nine grandchildren. Great time was had by all. 

Members of the Class of 1967 enjoyed visiting with fellow 
alumni at the home of Ron (’67) and Margaret (Stone) ’71 
Nickerson earlier this month. Pictured from left to right are: 
Bonnie (Tull) Carey ’68, John Carey ’68, Margaret Nickerson, 
Ron Nickerson, Judy (Bell) Stone ’69, Ray Spangler ’67,  
Don Churchill ’68, and Ruth (Hunt) Mendius ’67.Classmate Profiles


