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“Character and scholarship are still alive at Aurora 
University and are so important in this time. The 
university continues to instill those basic values into 
its students, and we need that so badly,” said Aurora 
College graduate Marlin Johnston. For this alumnus, 
the university’s continued commitment to its mission 
was the driving force behind his decision to give back 
to AU in a meaningful and permanent way. In 2011, 
Johnston created an endowed scholarship in memory 
of his wife, Naomi, to support nursing and social 
work students pursuing their degrees at AU. And, in 
2014, Johnston continued his support by donating his 
collection of Native American artifacts and naming a 
gallery in the new Schingoethe Center.

Like many of his classmates, Johnston came to  
Aurora from a humble background and worked his  
way through college while supporting his family.  
With his Aurora education as a foundation,  

Johnston built a successful career in health and human 
services administration. Throughout his tenure, he 
dedicated his life to service to others and stayed true to 
the values that were most important to him. When he  
retired, Johnston looked for ways to continue his and 
his wife’s commitment to serving others, and wanted  
to do so within his own lifetime. Johnston said,  
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Marlin Johnston ’57 and wife, Avis.



“I had a long and satisfying career and was able to 
make investments to get to a point where I had the 
wherewithal to do some giving back. It fit me and my 
goals for my own legacy to choose AU as the place to 
do that giving.”

By endowing a scholarship at the university, Johnston 
is helping the next generation of health and human 
services professionals earn their degrees and continue 
a legacy of service. Students for generations to come 
will benefit from the Naomi Johnston Scholarship 
as the earnings from the endowment provide 
a permanent source of scholarship funds. Bret 
Ciesielski, the 2015 recipient of the award and a 
pre-nursing major, finds both inspiration and much-
needed financial support from the scholarship.  

“My goal is to become a nurse practitioner to care 
for those in need and to be a positive role model,” he 
said. “The scholarship has allowed me to strive in 
the classroom to meet this goal, without the burden 
of finances weighing me down. I am so thankful for 
the opportunities I have been given and the trust 
that donors like Marlin Johnston put in me to be 
successful. Without people like him, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today.”

For Johnston, being able to support Bret and other 
students is a way of being a part of the central mission 
at Aurora University. He is helping the university 
to thrive, and he is leaving his own legacy through 
the students who benefit from the scholarship 

fund as they build lives of meaning and service.  
“As the university continues to grow and develop,  
it is meeting the needs of the community — and 
the need is there,” said Johnston, “With continued 
leadership, there really is no limit on what the 
university can do in the future.” 

Johnston also found at AU a place to share his passion 
for rock collection and exploring Native American 
artifacts, a hobby that began during an Aurora 
College geology class. Through surface hunting in 
old Plains Indians campgrounds and excavating 
the old trash heaps of the Anasazi Native Indian 
culture, Johnston amassed a collection that contains 
thousands of fossils and Native American artifacts. 
He has now donated those artifacts and named the 
gallery space where they are featured so that future 
students can learn from his works. “I wanted in my 
lifetime to find a home for my collection,” he said.  

“I got tremendous pleasure out of gathering it, and 
now others can learn from viewing it in an academic 
setting. In many ways, my collection now fits into a 
bigger picture.”

Through his gift, Johnston reminds us of the 
impact that one person can make through his or her 
investment. Johnston — in his lifetime — has ensured 
that his service to others and his passion for Native 
American artifacts will continue at Aurora University 
into the future.
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The Marlin Johnston 
Family Permanent 
Exhibit gallery includes 
thousands of artifacts, 
including Anasazi Pottery 
ca. 1000–1220.



    

Since the founding of Mendota College and the 
move to Aurora more than a century ago, alumni 
have made deliberate decisions to enrich the lives 
of students through their charitable gifts.

There are many ways to make a gift — cash, 
securities, insurance, real estate — and there 
are many reasons to give — scholarships, library 
materials, faculty support, special projects. As 
you consider your charitable contributions this 
year, see how your decision can impact the  
future of Aurora University.

Gifts today: 
Contributions to the Annual Fund  
support scholarship assistance, general 
operations, faculty salaries and the overall 
student experience.

Gifts tomorrow: 
A gift towards a special project, such  
as supporting a building or renovation  
project, can impact the lives of incoming  
Aurora students.

Gifts forever: 
Deferred gifts, which are made through a will 
or trust, a bequest or a designation from a life 
insurance policy, last a lifetime and ensure that 
future generations of Aurora students will have 
the financial and academic support needed to 
complete their education.

YOUR gift has a very 
real impact … for today, 
tomorrow and forever.

Please consider Aurora University as one of your 
philanthropic priorities as you make your year-
end gifts. We hope that the information below 
will be useful as you plan your 2015 donations:

»  Gifts can be made online at  
    aurora.edu/give. Your gift must be made  
    by 11:59 p.m. CST on December 31, 2015,  
    to be credited for the 2015 tax year.
»  You can make a gift via credit card  
    by calling 800-377-2782.
»  You can send your gift via mail to:
    Office of Development and Alumni Relations
    Aurora University
    347 Gladstone Ave.
    Aurora, IL 60506

Gifts sent via mail must be postmarked by  
Dec. 31, 2015, to be credited for the 2015 tax year.

»  If you have questions about year-end stock or          
    planned gifts, please contact Teri Tomaszkiewicz  
    at 630-844-5511 or ttomaszk@aurora.edu.
»  If you are transferring securities by mail, you  
    must send the unendorsed stock certificate in a  
    separate envelope from the Signed Stock Power 
    You must mail both envelopes on the same day;
    the date of the gift is determined by the  
    last postmark.

Today, tomorrow and 
forever: The impact of 
your contribution

Making your year-end gift



Contact us. 
Teri Tomaszkiewicz, Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations, 630-844-5511, ttomaszk@aurora.edu 
Lisa Baermann, Development Officer, 630-844-4928, lbaerman@aurora.edu 
Jeff de Lacey, Development Officer, 630-844-3778, jdelacey@aurora.edu 
Karen Berthiaume, Director of Development, George Williams College, 262-245-8512, kberthiaume@gwc.aurora.edu 
Eric Solberg, Director of Development for Strategic Initiatives, 630-844-7558, esolberg@aurora.edu

In this issue  Lifting up university’s values

The updated aurora.edu/plannedgiving website now 
offers user-friendly tools, informational articles and 
current rate charts that can assist you with estate 
planning or examining charitable gift options.

Through the site’s tools, you can create a 
customized gift plan that will allow you to meet 
your personal and philanthropic goals while 
maximizing your tax benefits and best utilizing 
your assets. The site also offers downloadable 
brochures and online videos that will walk you 
through the various types of planned gifts. 

Start exploring your giving options today at  
aurora.edu/plannedgiving.

Website offers enhanced estate planning tools


