
“The most important parts of my George Williams 
College experience were my relationships with 
fellow students. We were educated together, we were 
committed to careers in similar fields and we  
developed strong friendships that have lasted our 
entire lives,” said GWC alumnus and longtime YMCA 
professional Stew Brown. “The training at GWC 
prepared us to do our jobs, but the fellowship of the 
student body and our continued connection to each 
other is unique to George Williams.”

For Brown, the strong bonds that he formed with his 
classmates stayed with him throughout his personal 
and professional lives, and they have brought him  
back to the GWC Lake Geneva campus year after year.  
Working for the YMCA in Oak Park, Illinois, and 
then in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Brown found himself 
returning to the lakeshore for national camping 

 

conferences, YMCA retreats, workshops and training 
programs. And, at each of these events, Brown had 
the opportunity to reconnect with classmates from all 
over the country, many of whom had also committed 
themselves to work at the YMCA and other social 
service organizations. 
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And, as Brown returned to the campus to reconnect 
with his colleagues, he was inspired by the growth 
of the college, its commitment to its historical roots 
and the potential it offers for educating future 
professionals in service fields, like YMCA work. 

“When I was serving as president of the North 
American Fellowship of YMCA Retirees, I had the 
opportunity to meet President Sherrick and was 
impressed by her excitement and the momentum at 
the college. I saw that the college is still committed to 
offering study-related jobs that support the students’ 
education and allow the students to share their work,” 
he said. “I had been a longtime annual supporter of 
student scholarships, but decided I wanted to also be 
a part of the achievements that Sherrick was leading.” 
To that end, Brown supported the renovation of the 
Weidensall Administration Building in 2007 and, 
more recently, made a gift to support the renovation 
of Lowrey Hall.

“There was a critical need at the college for labs and 
academic resource space. I wanted to support that 
need and help to provide a space that would be truly 
great for George Williams students,” he said. “As I 
planned my estate, I was able to both take care of my 
grandchildren and make an investment in GWC. I 
wanted to be a part of the improvements and growth 
of George Williams, and these special gifts allow me 
to do so.”  

Gifts from alumni are making a difference for today’s 
students. Freshman Jimmy Oberholtzer, who hails 
from Lake Geneva, is one such student benefitting 
from scholarship support.  In fact, like so many 
other students, Jimmy is inspired by being selected 
for such an honor. “This scholarship not only helps 
me financially, but it’s really boosted my morale 
and made me even more motivated to do well in my 
courses,” he said. 
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Lowrey Hall, near the entrance of campus, has been completely renovated and now provides state-of-the-art 
laboratories, classrooms, study spaces and sweeping views of the lake and the woods.

Jimmy Oberholtzer ’19



    

Since the founding of George Williams College 
more than a century ago, alumni have made 
deliberate decisions to enrich the lives of 
students through their charitable gifts.
There are many ways to make a gift — cash, 
securities, insurance, real estate — and there 
are many reasons to give — scholarships, library 
materials, faculty support, special projects. As 
you consider your charitable contributions this 
year, see how your decision can impact the future 
of George Williams College.

Gifts today: 
Contributions to the Annual Fund  
support scholarship assistance, general 
operations, faculty salaries and the  
overall student experience.

Gifts tomorrow: 
Gifts toward a special project, such as the 
renovation of Lowrey Hall, including its 
new library resource center, or renovations  
to the Beasley Center, are examples of how  
you can impact the lives of this generation  
of GWC students.

Gifts forever: 
Deferred gifts, which are made through  
a will or trust, a bequest or a designation  
from a life insurance policy, last a lifetime  
and ensure that future generations of GWC 
students will have the financial and academic 
support needed to complete their education.

YOUR gift has a very 
real impact … for today, 
tomorrow and forever.

Please consider George Williams College as one 
of your philanthropic priorities as you make your 
year-end gifts. We hope that the information below 
will be useful as you plan your 2015 donations:

»  Gifts can be made online at  
    gwc.aurora.edu/give. Your gift must be made  
    by 11:59 p.m. CST on December 31, 2015,  
    to be credited for the 2015 tax year.
»  You can make a gift via credit card  
    by calling 800-377-2782.
»  You can send your gift via mail to:
    Office of Development and Alumni Relations
    Aurora University
    347 Gladstone Ave.
    Aurora, IL 60506

Gifts sent via mail must be postmarked by  
Dec. 31, 2015, to be credited for the 2015 tax year.

»  If you have questions about year-end stock or          
    planned gifts, please contact Teri Tomaszkiewicz  
    at 630-844-5511 or ttomaszk@aurora.edu.
»  If you are transferring securities by mail, you  
    must send the unendorsed stock certificate in a  
    separate envelope from the Signed Stock Power. 
    You must mail both envelopes on the same day;
    the date of the gift is determined by the  
    last postmark.

Today, tomorrow and 
forever: The impact of 
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Contact us. 
Teri Tomaszkiewicz, Vice President for Development and Alumni Relations, 630-844-5511, ttomaszk@aurora.edu 
Lisa Baermann, Development Officer, 630-844-4928, lbaerman@aurora.edu 
Jeff de Lacey, Development Officer, 630-844-3778, jdelacey@aurora.edu 
Karen Berthiaume, Director of Development, George Williams College, 262-245-8512, kberthiaume@gwc.aurora.edu 
Eric Solberg, Director of Development for Strategic Initiatives, 630-844-7558, esolberg@aurora.edu
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The updated aurora.edu/plannedgiving website now 
offers user-friendly tools, informational articles and 
current rate charts that can assist you with estate 
planning or examining charitable gift options.

Through the site’s tools, you can create a customized 
gift plan that will allow you to meet your personal 
and philanthropic goals while maximizing your tax 
benefits and best utilizing your assets. The site also 
offers downloadable brochures and online videos  
that will walk you through the various types of 
planned gifts. 

Start exploring your giving options today at  
aurora.edu/plannedgiving.

Website offers enhanced estate planning tools


